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The Mexican American War 

By Michael A. Morrison, Purdue University Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Greenberg, Amy S.  A Wicked War:  Polk, Clay, Lincoln, and the  

1846 Invasion of Mexico. New York: Knopf 

Doubleday, 2012. 

 

Books 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Bauer, K. Jack The Mexican War, 1846-1848. New York: 

Macmillan, 1974. 

Blue, Frederick J. No Taint of Compromise: Crusaders in  

Antislavery Politics. Baton Rouge. Louisiana 

State University Press, 2005. 

Brack, Gene M. Mexico Views Manifest Destiny, 1821-1846, 

An Essay on the Origins of the Mexican War. 

Albuquerque: University of New Mexico 

Press, 1975. 

Clary, David A. Eagles and Empire: The United States,  

Mexico, and the Struggle for a Continent. 

New York: Bantam, 2009. 

DeVoto, Bernard The Year of Decision: 1846. Boston: Little  

Brown, 1943. 

Eisenhower, John S. D. So Far From God: The U.S. War with  

Mexico, 1846-1848. New York: Random 

House, 1989. 

Foos, Paul A Short, Offhand, Killing Affair: Soldiers  

and Social Conflict During the Mexican- 

American War. Chapel Hill: University of  

North Carolina Press, 2002. 

Francaviglia, Richard V. and Douglas W. Dueling Eagles: Reinterpreting the U.S.  
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Richmond, eds. Mexican War. Fort Worth: Texas A&M 

University Press, 2000. 

Graebner, Norman A. 

 

Empire on the Pacific: A Study in American  

Continental Expansionism. New York: 

Ronald Press, 1955. 

Henderson, Timothy J. A Glorious Defeat:  Mexico and its War with  

the United States.  New York: Farrar Straus  

& Giroux, 2008. 

Hietala, Thomas R. Manifest Design: Anxious Aggrandizement in  

Late Jacksonian America. Ithaca, NY:  

Cornell University Press, 1985. 

Holt, Michael F. The Rise and Fall of the American Whig  

Party: Jacksonian Politics and the Onset of 

the Civil War. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1999. 

Horsman, Reginald Race and Manifest Destiny: The Origins of  

American Anglo-Saxonism.  Cambridge,  

MA: Harvard University Press, 1981. 

Hyslop, Stephen G. Bound for Santa Fe: The Road to New  

Mexico and the American Conquest, 1806-

1848. Norman: University of Oklahoma 

Press, 2002. 

Johannsen, Robert W. To the Halls of the Montezumas: The  

Mexican War in the American Imagination.  

New York: Oxford University Press, 1985. 

Levinson, Irving W. Wars Within Wars: Mexican Guerrillas, 

Domestic Elites, and the United States of 

America, 1846-1848. Fort Worth: Texas 

Christian University Press, 2005. 

McKivigan, John R. ed. Abolitionism and American Politics and  

Government. New York: Routledge, 1999. 

Merk, Frederick, and Lois Bannister Merk Manifest Destiny and Mission in American  

History: A Reinterpretation. New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 1963. 

Merry, Robert W. A Country of Vast Designs: James K. Polk,  

The Mexican War, and the Conquest of the 

American Continent.  New York: Simon & 

Schuster, 2009. 

Morrison, Michael A. Slavery and the American West: The Eclipse  

of Manifest Destiny and the Coming of the 

Civil War.  Chapel Hill: University of North 

Carolina Press, 1997. 

Olguin, B. V.  “Sangre Mexicana/Corazon Americano:  

Identity, Ambiguity, and Critique in 
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Mexican-American War Narratives,” in 

American Literary History 14.1 (Spring 

2002): 83-114. 

Pletcher, David M. The Diplomacy of Annexation: Texas,  

Oregon, and the Mexican War. Columbia: 

University of Missouri Press, 1973. 

Reséndez, Andrés Changing National Identities at the Frontier:  

Texas and New Mexico, 1800-1850. 

Cambridge UK: Cambridge University Press, 

2004. 

Rodriquez Diaz, Maria del Rosario   “Mexico’s Vision of Manifest Destiny 

During the 1847 War,” in Journal of Popular 

Culture 35 no.2 (Fall 2001): 41-50. 

Santoni, Pedro Mexicans at Arms: Puro Federalists and the  

Politics of War, 1845-1848. Fort Worth: 

Texan Christian University Press, 1996. 

Schroeder, John H. Mr. Polk’s War: American Opposition and  

Dissent, 1846-1848. Madison: University of 

Wisconsin Press, 1973. 

Sellers, Charles James K. Polk: Continentalist, 1843-1846.  

Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 

1966. 

Stephanson, Anders Manifest Destiny: American Expansionism  

and the Empire of Right. New York: Hill and 

Wang, 1995. 

Stewart, James Brewer  “Reconsidering the Abolitionists in an Age  

of Fundamentalist Politics,” in Journal of the 

Early Republic 26 no.1 (Spring 2006): 1-24. 

Weinberg, Albert K. Manifest Destiny:  A Study of Nationalist  

Expansionism in American History. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1935. 

Winders, Richard Bruce Mr. Polk’s Army: The American Military  

Experience in the Mexican War. College 

Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1997. 
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Name Email 

Michael A. Morrison mmorrison@purdue.edu  
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