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Causes, Costs and Consequences: The 

Economics of the American Civil War 

 
By Roger Ransom, University of California, Riverside 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Ransom, Roger L. Conflict and Compromise: The Political 

Economy of Slavery, Emancipation, and the 

American Civil War. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1989. 

 

Books and Articles 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Conrad, Alfred H., and John R. Meyer "The Economics of Slavery in the Ante 

Bellum South," Journal of Political 

Economy 66, no. 2 (April 1958): 95-130. 

Egnal, Marc Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of 

the Civil War. New York: Hill and Wang, 

2009. 

Engerman, Stanley L. "The Economic Impact of the Civil War," 

Explorations in Entrepreneurial History 2nd 

Series, no. 3, no. 3 (Spring 1966):176-99. 

Goldin, Claudia, and Frank Lewis Claudia Goldin and Frank Lewis, "The 

Economic Costs of the American Civil War: 

Estimates and Implications," Journal of 

Economic History 35, no.2 (June 1975): 299-

326.   

Huston, James Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, 

Property Rights, and the Economic Origins 
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of the Civil War.  Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 2003. 

McPherson, James M. "Antebellum Southern Exceptionalism: A 

New Look at an Old Question," Civil War 

History 29, no.3 (September 1983): 230-44. 

Ransom, Roger L. The Confederate States of America: What 

Might Have Been.  New York: W.W. Norton, 

2005. 

———. "The Economics of the Civil War." in Eh.Net 

Encyclopedia, http://eh.net/encyclopedia 

———. "The Economic Consequences of the 

American Civil War," in The Political 

Economy of War and Peace, Murray 

Wolfson, ed., (Norwell, MA: Kluwer 

Academic Publishers, 1998). 

———. Conflict and Compromise: The Political 

Economy of Slavery, Emancipation, and the 

American Civil War.  New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1989. 

Ransom, Roger L., and Richard Sutch "Conflicting Visions: The American Civil 

War as a Revolutionary Conflict," Research 

in Economic History 20 (2001). 

———. "Growth and Welfare in the American South 

in the Nineteenth Century," Explorations in 

Economic History 16, no. 2 (April 1979): 

487-92.  

Wilson, Mark The Busines of Civil War: Military 

Mobilization and the State, 1861-1865.  

Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 2006. 

Wright, Gavin Slavery and American Economic 

Development. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 

University Press, 2006. 
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Organizations 

Web Resources 

URL  Name and description 

http://eh.net/encyclopedia 

 

Eh.Net’s Encyclopedia of Economic History 

contains several entries relating to 

antebellum and Civil War economics. 

 

Other Sources 

Scholars 

Name Email 

Roger L. Ransom roger.ransom@ucr.edu   

**** 

http://eh.net/encyclopedia
mailto:roger.ransom@ucr.edu

