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Roger Ransom received his PhD in Economics from the University of Washington in 

1963.  He taught in the economics departments at the University Virginia from 1963 - 

1967 and at the University of California, Riverside, from 1968 to 1984, when he moved 

to the history department.  He retired from UCR in the spring of 2008. 

 

He has written three books and numerous scholarly articles dealing with the Civil War 

and its aftermath, including: One Kind of Freedom: The Economic Consequences of 

Emancipation. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1977, (with Richard Sutch, 2
nd

 

edition 2001); Conflict and Compromise: The Political Economy of Slavery, 

Emancipation, and the American Civil War. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

1989; and The Confederate States of America: What Might Have Been. New York: W.W. 

Norton, 2005. He is also author of The Academic Scribblers; American Economists in 

Collision. New York: Holt, 1971. (with William Breit, 2nd edition 1982, 3
rd

 edition 

1998); and  Coping with Capitalism: The Economic Transformation of the United States, 

1776-1980. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1981.  

 

Professor Ransom taught classes at the undergraduate and graduate level dealing with the 

Civil War, World War I, an Introduction to the 20
th

 Century, and Global Economic 

History.  In 2003 he received the UCR Distinguished Teaching Award.  He has given 

numerous talks and lectures dealing with the Civil War.  In recent years his favorite topic 

is “What if the South had won the war? 

 

Professor Ransom was president of the Economic History Association in 2004-5.  

 

 

  


